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Peninsula Symphony Concert  
 

Sunday, October 25, 2015, at 7:00 PM 
 

Redondo Union High School Auditorium 
222 North Pacific Coast Highway 

Redondo Beach, CA   90277 
 
 

BRAHMS CYCLE I 
 

R. Strauss  Serenade in E-flat major, Opus 7 
Sowande    African Suite 
Brahms Symphony No. 1 in C minor, Opus 

68 
 

Concert Details 
 

Doors open at 6:00 PM.  Center-section seating 
is reserved for members at the Patron level and 
above. 

Pre-concert lecture by Maestro Berkson begins 
at 6:15 PM for Symphony Association members. 

General public admitted at approx. 6:50 PM. 

 

POST- CONCERT RECEPTION 
 
Immediately after the concert, Symphony 
Association members at the Sponsor level and 
above ($250+) are invited to a reception at: 
 

Ws China Bistro 
1410 Pacific Coast Highway 
Redondo Beach, CA  90277 

 
Please contact the Symphony office at 310-544-
0320 to RSVP for the reception.  Also let us 
know if you wish to upgrade your membership 
level in order to attend. 

 
 

 
Welcome to the Peninsula Symphony’s 
49th Season 
 
It is hard to believe that another Peninsula 
Symphony concert season is about to begin.  
Maestro Berkson has programmed a season-
long presentation of all four of the symphonies 
of Johannes Brahms beginning with Brahms’ 
Symphony No. 1 on October 25.   The pre-
concert lecture for Symphony Association 
members begins at 6:15 PM followed by the 
concert at 7:00 PM.  Association members at 
the sponsor level and above ($250+) may 
attend a reception after the concert at Ws China 
Bistro (reception RSVP:  310-544-0320). 
 
It is not too late to renew and consider 
upgrading your membership in the Peninsula 
Symphony Association.  You may visit the 
membership table at any of our concerts or call 
our office at 310-544-0320. 
 
This edition of Symphony Sounds includes 
photos from recent events, short previews of the 
pieces and composers that will be performed at 
the October 25 concert and other articles.  We 
look forward to greeting you at our first concert.  
 
 

 

Maestro Gary Berkson 
presents a pre-concert 
lecture before every 
concert to introduce the 
music and composers.  
He illustrates with 
keyboard examples and 
usually has very 
interesting stories to tell. 
Take advantage of this 
membership perk! 
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Music Preview (Please see the 2015-2016 
Program Book that is distributed at all concerts 
for more detailed program notes.) 

 
Serenade in E-flat major, Opus 7 
Richard Strauss (1864-1949) 
 

The Serenade in E-flat major was written while 
Richard Strauss was still in his teens, and it 
reflects much of his conservative, classical 
music education.  It was premiered in Dresden 
in 1882.  The piece is scored for thirteen wind 
instruments including four horns, the instrument 
his father played professionally.  It is a single 
movement lasting approximately nine minutes.  
Many have suggested that the melodic lyricism 
reminds them of Mozart and Mendelssohn. 
 
Richard Strauss is probably best known for his 
tone poems beginning in the 1880s (examples 
are Don Juan and Also Sprach Zarathustra) and 
operas from the early 20

th
 century (Salome and 

Der Rosenkavalier are two of the more famous 
ones).  Born into a musical family in Munich 
Germany, he began piano lessons at the age of 
four, studied violin and began composing many 
solo and chamber works at a young age. 
 
Following World War I, he co-founded the 
famous Salzburg Festival and then toured 
extensively.  Strauss was also a prominent 
conductor and made many recordings. He lived 
for eighty-five years and during the first half of 
the 20

th
 century, he was considered perhaps the 

greatest composer of the time.  His works 
remain popular in symphonic concert halls. 
 

African Suite  
Fela Sowande (1905-1987) 
 
The African Suite, written in 1944 and recorded 
in 1952, consists of five movements scored for 
string orchestra in nine parts (four violin, two 
viola, two cello, bass) and harp. The movements 
are called Joyful Day, Nostalgia, Onipe, Lullaby 
and Akinla.  Both Onipe and Akinla are locations 
in Nigeria.  The twenty-five minute work 
incorporates Nigerian melodies and folk-
melodies as well as original material, and it also 
reflects British influences and much of 
Sowande’s European classical training. 
 

The BBC commissioned this work and 
broadcast it to the British colonies in Africa.  The 
final movement was used as the theme of a 
popular Canadian music program and is often 
performed by Canadian orchestras. 
 
Fela Sowande was born in Nigeria where he 
was a choirboy and studied organ.  He went to 
London in 1934 to study civil engineering and 
earned a Bachelor of Music degree at the 
University of London.  He was a jazz pianist and 
a church organist for many years, including the 
period when he wrote his African Suite.  He 
moved back to Nigeria in 1953.  In 1968 he 
moved to the United States and eventually 
became a US citizen.  He taught in several 
American universities including Howard 
University, the University of Pittsburgh and Kent 
State. 
 
Sowande wrote over one hundred known 
compositions including eighteen works for 
orchestra.  He is considered to be the most pre-
eminent Nigerian composer.   
 
The October 25

th
 concert will be the Peninsula 

Symphony’s first performance of Sowande’s 
music. 

 
Symphony No. 1 in C minor, Opus 68 
Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
 
Brahms’ First Symphony was completed and 
premiered in 1876 when the composer was over 
age forty and living in Vienna. However, there 
was a sketch of the first movement’s main 
theme as many as fourteen years earlier.  
Following revisions, the first printed version was 
in 1877.  It is considered one of the greatest 
symphonies, with comparisons to Beethoven’s 
Fifth Symphony (the initial key of C minor, 
ending in C major) and Ninth Symphony (the 
fourth movement similarities to the Ode to Joy). 
The German musician Hans von Bűlow referred 
to it as “Beethoven’s Tenth Symphony.” 
 
The first of four movements begins with a 
powerful introduction with pulsating timpani that 
tells the listener this is going to be serious 
music.  The second movement features solo 
oboe, solo violin, and then a violin-horn duet.  
The third movement is not the typical scherzo 
but more of an intermezzo followed almost 
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immediately by the fourth movement.  This 
finale lasts approximately seventeen minutes. 
 
Johannes Brahms was a German virtuoso 
pianist and composer.  His compositions were 
widely recognized during a concert tour at the 
age of twenty. He was the piano soloist in 1859 
when his first orchestral composition was 
performed in public: the Piano Concerto No. 1.  
His reputation was assured after A German 
Requiem, his major choral work, premiered in 
1868, and he became quite wealthy.  He wrote 
over 200 songs.  Other well-known, smaller 
works include the Hungarian Dances and the 
Liebeslieder Waltzes. 
 
Brahms favored absolute music rather than tone 
poems, program music, or opera.  He studied 
Baroque and Classical composers and was 
strongly influenced by the Romantic composer 
Robert Schumann.  Brahms was known to be 
very self-critical, which could be one reason why 
he waited so long to complete his first 
symphony.   
 
The Peninsula Symphony will perform all four 
Brahms symphonies this season, one at each of 
the orchestral concerts. 

 
Past Events   
 

The Norris Foundation Concert 
 
The June 21, 2015 Peninsula Symphony 
concert, titled “Brave New World,” began with 
Maestro Berkson’s pre-concert lecture.  He 
explained that the first piece, John Phillip 
Sousa’s Dwellers in the Western World, was 
originally written for concert band.  The first 
movement’s pulse is associated with Native 
American chanting.  The second begins like a 
leisurely Sunday afternoon, later including a 
chorale.  It employs percussion that sounds like 
chopping wood.  The third movement sounds 
like part of an old minstrel show. 
 
The Liszt Concerto for Piano and Orchestra No. 
2 in A major, S. 125, featured 2015 Knox 
competition winner Jihyun Lily Moon as soloist. 
Moon earned a standing ovation at the 
conclusion.  The piece is not divided into distinct 
movements, and there is some evidence of 
“stream of consciousness.”  It did not fit into the 

“Brave New World” concert theme but, as 
Berkson pointed out, the Knox contestants play 
their own selection rather than something that is 
programmed in advance. 
 
The second half of the concert was Antonín 
Dvořák’s Symphony No. 9 in E minor, Opus 95 
(“From the New World”).  This is one of the most 
popular symphonies, and our orchestra has 
played it many times.  Nevertheless, it sounded 
fresh and alive.  Dvořák incorporated music and 
themes of native and African-American origins 
as well as European influences (especially 
Scottish).  Themes from the first movement 
reappear in later movements.  The second 
movement is particularly beautiful, beginning 
with a chorale in the brass and then a famous 
theme played by the English horn. 

 

 
Peninsula Symphony musicians on the concert stage. 
 
 

 

2015 Knox winner 
Jihyun Lily Moon 
performing Liszt’s 
Concerto No. 2 for 
Piano and Orchestra 
with the Peninsula 
Symphony. 
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Post-Concert Meet the Performers 

 
Audience members met informally with Maestro 
Berkson and the concert soloist immediately 
after the performance.  In addition, there were 
two special presentations. 
 
Teddy Greenwald, 2015 Rips Scholarship Chair, 
introduced Torrance North High School student 
Angie Trujillo as this year’s winner of the Rips 
scholarship.  Ms. Trujillo, who plays several 
instruments including flute and saxophone, has 
aspirations to compose film music some day.  
The annual Rips scholarship is awarded to an 
area high school woodwind player.  The 
scholarship is funded through the generosity of 
Rips family members Kevin Floyd and Annamay 
Martin.  
 

 
 

The second presentation was the Edith Knox 
Competition winner’s check and commemorative 
medallion to soloist Jihyun Lily Moon.  Moon 
then introduced her teacher, UCLA Professor 
Walter Ponce, and answered questions from the 
audience.  She characterized her solo effort 
earlier in the evening as one of her highlight 
performances. 

 
Fundraiser - An Evening Along the Seine 
 
The Point Vicente Interpretive Center served as 
the setting for The Peninsula Symphony 

Association’s summer fundraiser entitled “An 
Evening Along the Seine.”  As the sun set on a 
beautiful July evening, we were greeted by the 
music of accordionist Jon Erickson and then by 
the Redondo Union High School Jazz Ensemble 
under the direction of Ray Vizcerra.  Then we 
welcomed home our Knox winner from 2011, 
Mimi Jung, who wowed the audience with 
Sonata No. 4 in E minor (Fritz Kreisler) by 
Eugène Ysaÿe. 
 
 

 
 

 
The colorful sunset added to the overall ambience of the 
evening. 

 

 
The Redondo Union High School Jazz Ensemble 
performed for event-goers.  

Symphony 
Association 
President 
John Williams 
and Rips 
Scholarship 
Chair Teddy 
Greenwald 
present the 
2015 Rips 
Scholarship 
Award to 

Angie Trujillo. 

Accordionist 
Jon Erickson 
performed 
inside the 
Point Vicente 
Interpretive 
Center as well 
as outside by 
the beautiful 
vistas. 
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Event Chair Mona Gifford, Redondo Union High School 
faculty member Ray Vizcerra, violinist Mimi Jung and 
Symphony Association President John Williams. 

 
Board of Directors’ Installation Brunch 
 
Board member Marion Ruth hosted the annual 
installation of the Peninsula Symphony 
Association board.  After good food, wine and 
conversation, past-president Larry Andrews 
officially installed the 2015-2016 board 
members.  John Williams graciously agreed to 
serve another year as the association president. 
 
As an added bonus to this event, the Trump 
National Golf Course gave the association a 
complimentary lunch for two at one of its 
restaurants and our president, John Williams, 
awarded it to special-events coordinator Mona 
Gifford.  This was in appreciation for her efforts 
chairing the July fundraiser.  
 
We welcomed two new members to our board 
this year: Dr. Sophia Momand and Dale 
Korman.   

 

Current Symphony Association president John Williams 
along with former presidents John Copper, Jackie Crowley, 
Larry Andrews and Ken Gash. 

 
Meet a Community Player  
 
Symphony Sounds continues its “Meet a 
Community Player” column.  Many of the 
Symphony musicians are community players 
who attend weekly rehearsals for the joy of 
making music with their colleagues. Some were 
music majors who moved to careers in other 
fields. All have interesting stories to tell. This 
issue features violinist Janet Yamamoto. 
 
Janet Yamamoto has been a member of the 
orchestra’s first violin section since 2009.  The 
Rancho Palos Verdes resident recently retired 
from her position at the Boeing Company. 
 
Janet stated, “I love playing the violin and this 
gives me the opportunity to play with fellow 
musicians who share the same passion for 
creating beautiful music.  Music is universal and 
there are no boundaries.”  She considers each 
orchestra meeting to be a learning experience 
as Maestro Berkson endeavors to make each 
concert a learning venue for both the orchestra 
and the audience.  She has two favorite 
memories.  One was following the completion of 
Beethoven’s The Creatures of Prometheus 
where everything seemed to be “perfect.”  The 
second is observing the musical maturation and 
development of former Knox Competition 
winners who return to solo with the Symphony 
several years later in their musical careers. 
 
Yamamoto likes gardening, traveling, and 
spending time with family and friends.  She 
started playing violin at age eight and attended 
Idyllwild Summer Camp.  She took a hiatus from 
violin to attend college at USC and start her 
career and family.  She resumed violin playing 
when her sons were in middle school. 
 

 

 

 

Peninsula 
Symphony violinist 
Janet Yamamoto. 
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Community Players’ Annual Meeting 
and Orchestra Potluck 
 
Maestro Berkson sets aside time each 
season to meet with the community players to 
discuss his expectations of them as 
orchestral musicians, talk about plans for the 
season and discuss any issues or concerns 
the community players may have.  This year 
we combined the meeting with a fun potluck 
in late August at Marion Ruth’s house.  It was 
a nice get-together just in advance of the first 
rehearsal of our next season. 
 
Future Events   

 

 
 

2016 Edith Knox Performance 
Competition Applications 
 
The application and competition rules will be 
posted at www.pensym.org by December 1, 
2015, and applications must be submitted via 
the website by January 31, 2016.   
 

 

 
 

 
 
Members, Members, Members! 
 
Our individual members are vital to the success 
of the Peninsula Symphony and, collectively, 
provide the largest share of our annual 
operating budget.  Thank you to those of you 
who renewed your membership for the 2015-
2016 season and double thank you to those who 
upgraded their memberships or invited friends to 

 
Peninsula Symphony Concert  
Sunday, April 17, 2016 at 7:00 PM  

 

BRAHMS CYCLE III 
Beth Pflueger, flute 

Suzanna Guzmán, mezzo-soprano  
Canzona Women’s Ensemble 

Members of the LAHC/PSA Youth Orchestra 
 

Ives  The Unanswered Question 
Vaughan    Magnificat 
Williams 
Fernström Concertino for Flute with Small 

Orchestra and Women’s 
Chorus, Opus 52 

Brahms Symphony No. 3 in F major, 
Opus 90 

 
 

 
Peninsula Symphony Concert  

The Norris Foundation Concert 
June 19, 2016 at 7:00 PM  

2016 Edith Knox Competition Winner 
Soloist 

 
BRAHMS CYCLE IV 

 
Rossini  Overture to The Italian Girl in 

Algiers 
TBA    Concerto (Knox Competition) 
Brahms Symphony No. 4 in E minor, 

Opus 98 
 
  

Young Artists’ Showcase  
Sunday, April 3, 2016 at 2:00 PM  

 
The five finalists in the 2016 Edith Knox 
Performance Competition will perform in 
full concert dress with piano 
accompaniment for professional judging.  
The first-prize winner will be announced at 
the end of the program and will solo with 
the Peninsula Symphony at its June 19, 
2016 concert.  These events are open to 
the public.  

 
Peninsula Symphony Concert  

Sunday, February 14, 2016 at 7:00 PM  
 

BRAHMS CYCLE II 
Scott Tennant, guitar 

 
Akutagawa  Music for Symphony Orchestra 
Rodrigo    Concierto de Aranjuez for Guitar 

and Orchestra 
Brahms Symphony No. 2 in D major, 

Opus 73 
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become new members.  It is never too late to 
upgrade and recruit new members.   
 
We have many different membership levels, 
beginning with Contributors at $75, extending to 
the Virtuoso level for contributions of $5000 and 
above.  All members are entitled to attend 
Maestro Berkson’s pre-concert lectures.  Some 
of the higher levels include perks such as a 
reception after the first concert and reserved, 
close-in parking at all concerts.  Our 
membership brochure includes all of this 
information.  You may also visit our website at 
www.pensym.org, stop by the membership table 
at any of our concerts or leave a telephone 
message at the Peninsula Symphony office at 
310-544-0320 to request more information. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoy the First Concert! 

 
BRAHMS CYCLE I 

 
Sunday, October 25, 2015 at 7:00 PM 
Redondo Union High School Auditorium 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to our Sponsors! 
 
City of Rolling Hills 
 
Kenneth T. & Eileen Norris Foundation 
 
Los Angeles County Supervisor Don 
Knabe 
 
Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors/County Arts Commission  
 
The Morgan Stanley Foundation  
 
Palos Verdes Woman’s Club  
 
Southern California Edison Foundation 
 
The Peninsula Symphony’s concerts are 
also generously supported by the 
Recording Industry’s Music Performance 
Trust Fund. 

Thank you to our Virtuoso Level 
Members! 

 
Last season, we introduced our highest 
membership level, Virtuoso, for 
individuals or couples who contribute at 
least $5000 to the Peninsula Symphony 
Association in a single season.  The 
2014-2015 members were Dorothy and 
Allen Lay.  As of the end of September, 
we are proud to announce the Virtuoso 
contributors for the 2015-2016 season: 
 

Dorothy and Allen Lay 
 

The Shlens Family 
 

John and Sue Williams 
 



 

    Post Office Box 2602 
    Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA   90274 
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Contact Information 
 
Any questions or requests about the Peninsula Symphony, the Peninsula Symphony 
Association or Symphony Sounds should be sent to the Peninsula Symphony Association 
office.  We will route your message to the appropriate person. 

 
The Peninsula Symphony Association 
Post Office Box 2602 
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274 

 
The office is normally staffed from 9:00 AM to noon on Monday and Friday.  You may call at any 
time (310-544-0320) and leave a message on our answering machine, but phone replies will 
usually be made only during normal staffing hours.  You can also e-mail us at 
music.pensym@verizon.net. General information about the Symphony (current season 
schedule, maps and directions, etc.) can be found on our website (www.pensym.org). 

 
Other contacts are: 

 
Peninsula Symphony Association president, John Williams   wskrs@verizon.com 

 
Music Director/Conductor, Gary Berkson   conductor.pensym@verizon.net 

  


