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Peninsula Symphony Concert
Sunday, October 28, 2018, at 7:00 PM
Redondo Union High School Auditorium
222 North Pacific Coast Highway
Redondo Beach, CA 90277

KEYBOARD KLASSIKS
Brahms

Concerto No. 1 for Piano and
Orchestra in D minor, Opus 15
Mussorgsky
Pictures at an Exhibition
(orch. Gorchakov)

Concert Details
Doors open at 6:00 PM. Center-section seating
is reserved for members at the Patron level and
above.
Pre-concert lecture by Music Director Gary
Berkson begins at 6:15 PM for Symphony
Association members. General public admitted
at approx. 6:50 PM.

POST- CONCERT RECEPTION
Immediately after the concert, Symphony
Association members at the Sponsor level and
above ($250+) are invited to a reception at:
Ws China Bistro
1410 Pacific Coast Highway
Redondo Beach, CA 90277
Please contact the Symphony office at 310-5440320 to RSVP for the reception. Also let us
know if you wish to upgrade your membership
level in order to attend.

Terri Zinkiewicz, editor

Welcome to the Peninsula Symphony’s
10th Season with Music Director Gary
Berkson
The Peninsula Symphony’s 52nd season is the
tenth one with Gary Berkson as our Music
Director. Berkson has inspired the already-fine
orchestra to new heights each of those years.
The October 28 concert features keyboard
music in the form of a piano concerto plus an
orchestration of Pictures at an Exhibition that
was originally composed for solo piano. Pictures
at an Exhibition is a suite consisting of ten
pieces separated by several variations of the
opening promenade.
If you have not already done so, please
renew/upgrade your Peninsula Symphony
Association membership. Visit the membership
table at our concerts, go to our website at
www.pensym.org, or call 310-544-0320.
This Symphony Sounds is the first one in our
new, shorter format. It will include many photos
but less text than in prior years. Program notes
and soloist biographies may be found in the
program book that is distributed at all concerts.
Pre-concert lecture attendees at the first concert
will be asked to complete a survey regarding
Symphony Sounds so that we can optimize its
value to Symphony Association members.
Music Director
Gary Berkson’s
pre-concert talks
introduce the music
and composers to
Symphony
Association
members. He
demonstrates from
the keyboard. This
membership perk
can enhance your
concert experience.
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Past Events

Symphony Sounds
TOCA South Bay Festival of the Arts

The Norris Foundation Concert
The June 17, 2018 Peninsula Symphony
concert, titled “Mostly Mozart,” featured sixteenyear-old pianist Victor Shylakhtenko who was
the first-place winner in the Edith Knox Young
Artists Performance Competition. Following
intermission was the extremely popular final
symphony of Mozart, the Symphony No. 41 in C
major, K. 551 (“Jupiter”). Berkson noted in the
pre-concert lecture that it is considered by
almost everyone to be the greatest classical
symphony ever written. Both of the major
concert selections were rewarded with standing
ovations from the audience.

Bruce Erickson and Dale Korman were among the
volunteers at the Peninsula Symphony’s booth at the TOCA
South Bay Festival of the Arts on June 23. The Peninsula
Symphony Youth Orchestra of Harbor College performed in
Armstrong Auditorium.

Point
Vicente
Fundraiser

Gary Berkson led the orchestra and soloist Victor
Shylakhtenko in Liszt’s first piano concerto.

Following the concert, Symphony Association President
John Williams presented pianist Victor Shylakhtenko with
his soloist’s medal and the Knox first prize check. We also
learned that Victor is currently a recipient of the Richard D.
Colburn Scholarship at the Colburn School. He practices
up to six hours daily and planned to attend a Chopin
workshop in Florida the following week.

Interpretive

Center

The Peninsula Symphony Association once
again held a fundraiser at the Point Vicente
Interpretive Center. This one was special,
because the October 10 event celebrated Music
Director Gary Berkson’s tenth anniversary at the
helm of the symphony (10/10 for the tenth!).
The evening began with jazz background music
by the Paul Gormley Trio, followed by a
welcome by emcee Faye Schwartz and then a
Swedish smorgasbord catered by Lisa’s Bon
Appetit.
Following dinner, it was time for the program.
Schwartz introduced Peninsula Symphony
Concertmaster
Rebecca
Rutkowski
and
Assistant Principal Second Violin Paul Wehrman
who did a radio-style dialog that incorporated
comments and interesting anecdotes about Gary
Berkson from many of the orchestra members.
The musicians in the room appreciated the
various nuances in the script, including the
fictitious radio station KPVA-440 (concert A that
all orchestras tune to is normally set at 440
hertz).
Next on the program was Symphony
Association President John Williams who
presented Berkson with a very oversized medal
for his tenth anniversary season. Medals have
special meaning to the Symphony community
because we present all of our soloists with
medals (normal-sized ones) following their
performances instead of flowers.
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Symphony Sounds

Sue Andrews, Faye Schwartz, Rebecca Rutkowski and Larry
Andrews, prior to door-opening time for the 10/10/10 event.

Membership Update

Music Director and event honoree Gary Berkson wearing
the oversized Peninsula Symphony medal that President
John Williams presented.

Oh, so many food choices! Event Chair Larry Andrews was
trying to decide which to try first.

Our individual members are vital to the success of the
Peninsula Symphony and, collectively, provide the
largest share of our annual operating budget. We
want to thank those of you who have already renewed
your membership for the 2018-2019 season –
especially those who increased their dollar
contributions or upgraded to the next higher
membership level. We have several different
membership levels, beginning with Contributors at
$75, extending to the Virtuoso level for contributions
of $5000 and above in a single season. All members
are entitled to attend Music Director Berkson’s preconcert talks. Some of the higher levels include a
reception after the first concert and reserved, close-in
parking at all concerts. You may visit our website at
www.pensym.org, stop by the membership table at
any of our concerts or leave a telephone message at
the Peninsula Symphony office at 310-544-0320 to
request more information. This will be the last issue of
Symphony Sounds sent to you unless this year’s
membership donation is received.

Board of Directors Installation Brunch
Board member Marion Ruth once again hosted the
annual installation of the Peninsula Symphony
Association Board. Roger Schamp served as emcee
as the new Board of Directors was officially installed.
The officers are the same as last season:
President – John Williams
Executive Vice President – Terri Zinkiewicz
Secretary – Faye Schwartz
Treasurer – D. Paul Nibarger
Rebecca Rutkowski and Paul Wehrman were “KPVA-440”
radio announcers.

Although we have an experienced, loyal group of
directors, we will welcome new ones at any time.
Please call the office (310-544-0320) if interested.

Post Office Box 2602
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Contact Information
Any questions or requests about the Peninsula Symphony,
the Peninsula Symphony Association or Symphony
Sounds should be sent to the Peninsula Symphony
Association office. We will route your message to the
appropriate person.

Thank you to our Sponsors!
City of Rolling Hills
Kenneth T. & Eileen Norris Foundation

The Peninsula Symphony Association
Post Office Box 2602
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274
The office is normally staffed from 9:00 AM to noon on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Leave a message on our
answering machine (310-544-0320), and phone replies will
usually be made during normal staffing hours. You can also
e-mail us at music.pensym@verizon.net. General
information about the Symphony can be found on our
website (www.pensym.org).
Other contacts are:
Peninsula Symphony Association president, John
Williams jwskrs@verizon.net
Music Director/Conductor, Gary Berkson
conductor.pensym@verizon.net

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors/County
Arts Commission
Moca Foundation
Palos Verdes Woman’s Club
Weinstock Accountancy Corporation
The Peninsula Symphony’s concerts are also
generously supported by the Recording Industry’s
Music Performance Trust Fund.

